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The 1980s

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple.

Canticle 13
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i 980 ' 1?82 Father Speer's Last Years As Our Priest

lean Speer, FatlFr Speer and Bishop Ned Col€ at fath€r Sper's 3Od AnniveBary krtv

1980

St. Mark's Church decided to support Judy Kessler's decision to study for the

nriesthood under Canon I0. Canon 10 was a church law which provided an

ipp"*-ity fot u pnrson to study lor the priesthood who couJdn't ahend seminary

UIJ"u* 
"f "tn* 

iUt gations. The members of the congregation {ormed-a Canon

iO Corn-ittnn. lnitiaily they were Gloria Chantland, Barbara Davis' Linda Perrin'

nuth pint"n und I-.iper Reed. tater Bob Thompson was also included'

(Judg Kessler)
'i" l'Siiii" tpr,*pol Church ollowed women to become ordoined prie-sts l
ioi'r.i., gnin this ong thought ot oll. My bockground was as a wiJe and

mother wio had done uoluntier work with the Methodist Nursery School ond

the Boy s Club. Ou oJ curiosity. Noncy Bolender ond I otended the

Zrai"ii"" ol the Ret).'Jonet Witrous, who wos the ltst aomen to be ordoined
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1980 Continued

in our areo. During the seruice I knew thot this wos mg colling and what I
needed to do. I discussed it immediately tDith the Bishop ot the collee hour
that followed the seroice.
My husbond, Brian, could not haue been more supportiue lrom the get go. My
coll wos the beginning ol o long and sometimes diJficult process. When I
,J)qnted to grue up or csme close to doing so, God and Brion told me I couldn't

Myra English led Project Bread, a fund raising proiect used to replenish emergency
Iood cupboards- Homemade bread was baked by women o{ the congregation and

was sold at the Giant Supermarkets.

In 1980 and for the next few years, the church iaced firnncial problems and was

unable to pay its bills from the proceeds of the collection. An appeal was made in
August {or emergency donations.

(Ruth Pierce)
The church hod come to depend too hesDily on o fund set up lrom the
inheritance of Mrs. Windus. We were using the Jund Jor eoerydag common
expenses ond knew thot this couldn't go on. We needed the congreg.ition to
be otwre of the shortJoll and ol their obligotion to lund our daily budgeted
expenses Jrom our contributions snd not the fund.

l98l

Co{fee hour was rescheduled Ior once a month

1982

Marion Shoop starts a Caring and Sharing group aimed at keeping St- Mark's alive

and active in doing God's work in the church and the community. The group
supported St. Mark's work at the Chenango Bridge Nursing Home, involvement
with our own Sunday school program and maintenance of church property
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St. Mark's made its iirst Iood donations to the CHOW program sponsored by the
Broome County Council of Churches.

The Women's Sewing Group made 10 hospital gowrs.



1982 Continued

Father Speer initiated an adult class after the 10 o'clock service for reading, study
and disctssion. The {irst book to be considered was Mutual Minis@ by James
Fenhagen

This year's budget delicit was $2,000

Father Speer ceiebraled his 30s Anniversary as a priest and his 25h anniversary as

rector ol St. Mark's on June 2,7982. A celebmlion o{ the Eucharist was held at
7:30 pm and was attended by Bishop Ned Cole. This was {ollowed by a reception
in the undercroft.

Memories of Father Speer

(Euelyn Smith)
Father Speer mode ow wrticiwtion during the seruice ,rerg clear.

You sit to listen
You kneel to pray.
You stond to sing.

He was an all right guy, alwoys fair ond uery down to earth. My brother, Les
Wilmarth ond I ssked him to do the Junerol seruice lor our Mother, Theo
Wilmorth. It wos the lost Junerol seruice he did qt St. Mark's.

(Ruth Pierce)
Father Speer uos o oery priuote person, but o good man. After Bill died, he'd
stop oupr obout once o ueek to L,isit. We didn't tolk obout Bill, but he just
wanted to see il I wos qll right. I kneu his hedrt uos in the right plqce.
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(Nancy Bolender)
This storg u)asn't about the church. Pete ond Jeon Speer were playing cords ot
my house. I hod a new little cat, which loued shoelsces. When we were done
and Pete got up to leoue, he stepped ouf of his shoes. My cat had quietlg eoten
his shoe laces!



1 983 Year of Transition

Rev. leffrey Meadowoofr ,udith Ke$let R.v. Chades Speet R.v. Ralph rohnton, Re!. G€orlP Entuistle

Alter 25 years o{ service at St. Mark's, Father Pete Speer retired on January 28,
1983.
The women of the Methodist Church catered a dinner in his honor. He was given

a pichrre of the church painted by Dorothy Bensley and a collected purse. He and
his wife Jean retired to Greene, New York.

After the Speers trad left, the rectory was rented out for six months.

The Rev. George Entwistle. formerly the Rector of St. Paul's in Endicott, New
York came out of retirement to seFre as supply Priest after Father Speer's
deparh.re.

A search committee headed by Fred Doolittle was fomed and made arrangements
{or visitation and interviews of prospective candidates.

t
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1?83 Continued

The Vestry decided that Eucharist would be celebrated at every service.

OnDecember 24,1983, the Rev. Jeffrey Meadowcroft accepted the cali as Recto! of St
Mark's. His first service was on Christmas Eve at the 11:00 pm service which was a
celebration of th€ Euchadst with L€ssons and Carols.

(Barbaro Daais)
When I lirst met Fother Jetf in the Joyer. I pretended to be looking outside. He osked,
"Whot ore you looking for?"
I replied," Your steed, vou ore our knight in shining orrnor aren't gou?"

I felt thot o knight in ormor Luos obout whot ue needed ot this point.
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1984 and 1985 Years of Innovation

lo€l Taylor lidts andle for children's se ice with h€lp of his standmoth€r, Dot lohnen.

Father Je{f Meadowcroft soor requested some changes- He removed the "Thou

Shall Not Park" sign from the Rector's reserved spot and requested that it be
reserved for handicapped parking instead. He wished to have the reserved

sacrament kept {or continual use and to have a candle burning in the sancfuary to
indicate the presence of the sacrament.

Ruth Pierce gave a sanctuary lamp in memory of her husband William Pierce And
Jenny Cooper designed an aumbry box, which holds the sacmment.

Dot Johrson was appointed Sunday School Superintendent lollowing Marion
Shoop and was voted a salary of $125.00 a month. When asked what she did
with this vast amount. Dol said, 'Almost all of it was spent on supplies for the

Stmday school-"

6l
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1984 Continued

(Dot Johnson)
A children's sermon uos not giDen. The children and the teochers spent the
entire seruice in the undercroJt. The children porticipqted in a uery short
seruice designed especiolly t'or them. Altet this they uent to their Sundoy
schoo/ closses.

Foyers groups were started for congregational fellowship- Narnes were drawn to
form groups of 8 people. They met once a month in one another's homes Ior an
in{ormal med and a social evening. After {our months, names were drawn again

and new groups were {ormed.

This year there was a budget delicit o{ $7,000.

1985

Elsie lngraham displays qlilt nrade bythe Guild,

(t2
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1985 Continued

Judy Kessler was ordained as Deacon at St. Paul's Cathedral in Syracuse, New
York by Bishop O'Kelley Whitaker on June 8, 1985.

(Judy Kessler)
I wos ordained on o Soturday. That Sunday, the ladies oJ the Guild goue me o
quilt theg hod made ond the congregotion gaue me the lnter?reter's Bihk, a
multi uolume set. They presented these giJts in o aheel borrow which wos
rolled down the aisle. I had long cooeted thot quilt. Biqn and I redecorated
the bedroom to go with its blue, rust ond creom color scheme.

In 1985, St. Mark's was alive with new ideas for worship

. We decided to include the armouncement ol individual birthdays and
anniversafes-

. The service sometimes included contemporary guitar music and liturgical
dancing.

. Father Meadowcro{t began home blessings. Chuck Miller made the crosses,
which were replicas of our sancfuary cross, to be used {or the blessing. The
cross was left with the home.

o For the {irst time, the services ol Compline and Evening Prayer were used.
. More in{ormal services were conducted in the lormge.
. A program was given h^7ice a year to help children to understand Holy

Communion and First Communion was given.
o Some members of St- Mark's attended a Cursillo weekend. These

weekends were part ol an intemational movement designed to increase
spiritual awareness and active participation in the work ol the church.

o All conlirmands were to take on projects in the church or communifu. They
were also asked to loin a Commission.

r Brturches for newcomers were given at local restaurants.

In 1985, The Diocesan Venture in Mission was completed after 3 years with a
total contribution from St. Mark's of $24,000. Marion Shoop was the
Chairperson.

Sunday school attendance was up by 250lo

Father Jeff sent a letter to those long absent from services; this resulted in an
increase in attendance.
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1985 Continued

Father Jeff also began the lay Ministry Commission with church members Ted
Bryant, Brian Kessler, Eric Lane, Ann Range, Faith Gaynor and Oiive Weatherby',
{or the purpose of visiting shut ins and taping seruices. Lay Readers, Bob Davh
and Les Crichton conducted services at nursing homes. The lay Ministry
Commission also sponsored a Gi{ts Discernment workhop for the congregation.

(Ann Range)
Port of Father Jeff's ministry was to get us to core about eoch other- BeJore he came,
ue prettg much come to ser\ices ond then went home.

A "Kirkin 0'the Tartan" celebration was held on St. Andrew's Day with Scottish
dancing and bagpipe music.

(Jeonne Eichelberyer)
I joined St. Mark's in 7985- I was looking for a church that lelt its door open,
os Sf. Mork's does. Aftet I hod tried the door ond entered the church, I went
up the stairc to the choir loft ond leoled through the music left on the orgon to
see what this church was singing and ploging,

(Judi Loine)
We always came to early service. When our son Eric came, ue missed church
because we were ot the hospitol. Faith Gognor (White) immedistely called the
hospitol to see il we were there. She must haue said she wos Doctor Gaynor,
because they put her right through to the lobor room. Bg the 10 o'clock seruice
eueryone knew Eric r.uos on his way. It's this otmosphere of coring thot hos
kept us ot St. Mark's. We neuer thought oJ leouing, euen though there houe
been seuerql priests ond supplg priests.
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1985 One of St. Mark's Own is Ordained a Priest

Membe6 or the Choir: L€s Crkhton, Ralph Moore, Peg Prenri(er Arrund Hardins, Pam Thorson , Madon Shoop,

The R€v. ,udith (e$l€r, ke H dins, leanne Ei.helberget Dororhv Pierce, ,oan Moore tBarlara Witko w.s in rh' 
'hoir 

bur

On Mag 10, 1986. Judy Kessler was ordained Priest by Bishop O'Kelley \'Vhittaker

at St. Mark's Church. She was the {irst member of the congregation to be

ordained as a Priest and the second woman ordained in the church {rom the
Binghamton area-

(Judg Kessler)
My Conon 70 Committee wos uery supportioe, especiallg Bob Thompson. ln
truth, St. Mork's gove me o hugelg strong t'oundqtion t'or whot I ended up
doing. St. Mork's was my exomple oJ o community of loith with its ups ond
downs, and has been a reol solety net Jor me too.

(Morgot Kessler, quoted lrom the Binghamton Press)
The biggest dilemmo is t|L" question of nomes. "What do we call her, 'Father
Mother'?"' she asked.

(Jim Codyt, quoted fn,n, ilt [)inghamton Press)

Tlere s only one boss ,','tr, r. ond I don't core uho preoches obout him

lnnovations in the rnirrrrt r.. r ,i 1Ix' members ol St. Mark's to one another continued
through the 1980 s. TlrL' L,rv Ministry initiated the Helping Hands Committee,
which was iormed to nrake emergency meals, to give emergency care to relieve

primary caregivers. and 1o nrn errands lor shut-ins.

-:-:=51=:i-:i
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1986 Continued

Geny and Tdna C@n€y; Fathe. Meadow.roft holds Patrick C@nev

(Trino Cooney)
Father Jelf Meadowcrot't baptized Potrick on August 3, 1986

Evangelism Committee made newcomers packets and under the leadership o{ Bob
Thompson initiated a Shepherd's program lot newcomers. The Shepherds sat
with the newcomers during service, escorted them to the coffee hour and made
introductions and Iamiliarized them with the organizations and activities o{ the
church.

Father Jeif made every effort to include the homebound in the life of the church-
He gave them ministries that could be performed at home for the congiegation,
which included sorting records, making items lor the church bazaar, making phone

calls to coordinate events, being on the prayer chain, and coordinating the prayer
chain.
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1985 Continued

A l-andscape Committee of Helen Crichton, Judy Kessler and Marion Shoop took
charge o{ planting annuals and perennials.

The baptismal font was donated in the memory of Mark Prentice by Peg Prentice

and Faith Caynor Whire-

(Faith Goynor White)
The font wos designed especiallg t'or St. Mark's at'ter Fother Jefl sent a picture
ol the sanctuary to the company in Boston. Father Jeff, Ruth Pierce and I
droue to Boston to pick it up when it wos completed.

A wooden sign in front ol the church was given by the Crichtons in memory o{
Les's mother. Ruth Crichton,

t€s and Ruth Wilmalth donated the Advent Wreath in memory of Les's Father,
Wamer Wilmarth.

Dennis Burke made both the picture boards for the lounge and the nametag racks

in the hall.

Ethel Lynady retired as Church Secretary and Mary Taylor {ilied the position
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Money to buy materials for a large wooden crr)che scene was raised at a church
bazaar. Nancv Cadv provided the pians. Mary Taylor and Don Johnson did 'the

caryentry. This scene was displayed outside during the Christnns season.

1987 was the beginnrng of the Rector's discretionary fund

Father Jel{ Meadou'crolt slaned the commission and leadership groups. The first
commission leaders uerc

. Education - Doroth.'L-ane

. Evangeiism Conrad Range

. l-ay Ministry F.rilh (laynor

. Propert-v - Alan [J]rthe

. Worship - the R('.1or
, Feiiowshlp \ar rc'. Rolender.
. Budget Eric Lrrrr"
. Altar Guild fr'lan,'r, Sllxrp
. Church School I), I i' irrrsorl

' Prayel Chair ii, ",,, \\ ri:.rn
. St. Mark s GLrir.: 

"1-r,, 
i.nqlish

. Acolytes Ncal l,r:,,

68

1987 The Commissions Are Established

Wooden Cre.h€ Scene



1987 Continued

The Choir received new red robes, which were dedicated on April 1, 1987. The
robes were a mernorial gift given in memory of Audrey Nelson

Father Jeff conducted an Inquirer's Ciass during Lent Ior newcomers and Ior those
who wished a relresher course in the Chdstian {aith within the Episcopal Church.

The parking lot was repaved again

Evelyn Berg donated the oriental rug which is used in the lounge and Madeline
Taylor dornted the large table which is also in the lounge-

Bob Thompson continued his annual Mother's Day Brunches which he called
"Green fugs and Ham".

Marion Shoop, as President of the Diocese ECW, went to the National Church
Con{erence.

Father Jeff went on a pilgrimage to Eglpt and to Israel. And this begins the story
oI Father .leff 's communion wine.

(Ann Ronge)
Father JefJ wonted to bring us something from the Holg Land Jor all of us to
share, so he brought bqck some wine to be used dunng communion.

(Esther Finn)
A bottle ol Father Jeft''s wine Jrom the Holy Lond wos leJt open in the sqcristy
I wos on the Alter Guild ond wos preporing the elements for the communion
seruice. So, 1 used the wine t'rom the bottle thot wos open. During the seruice,
Fother Jeff blessed the wine, took a drink of it ond hurried from altor and out
the door. The wine in the open bottle hod gone sour. He got some new wine,
repeated the consecrotion ond the seruice uJent on. I wos told later that I
should houe tosted the wine bet'ore I used it. I didn't know thot. I didn't stay
on the Altor Guild much longer; I uqs oluoys getting in trouble.

Sometime in the mid 1980's, the tradition of blessing animals was begun at St.
Mark's. The historian was offered all these versions o{ one story on this theme

. Father Jeff blessed Peg Prentice's dog and it died.

. Judy Kessler blessed Faith Prentice's cat and it died.

. Judg Kessler blessed Faith Prentice's horse and it died.
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1987 Continued

According to Faith Prentice (Dr. Faith White), it's the second story thafl true

The deceased cat was a 6 year old Himalayan named Bangora and it didn't die

immediately upon being blessed, but trvo or three days later. According to Judy

Kessler, Faith Prentice said, "Thank God you didn't bless my horse'"

(Foith Goynor White)
There weire many discussions obout covering the cinderblock u,alls of the

sonctuory. Seuerol oJ the originol members thought this would obscure the

Jact that this clurch uas built by them. In on effort not to diuide the church,
'Father 

Jeff and the Vestry decided to put o gold threoded woll pqper on the

Jront walls ol the church qnd to leoue the side cinder blocks os they were'

The project was finally t'inished in December, 7988.
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1988 - 1989 Father Meadowcroft's Last Years

Waren, Sandy and Don MacDufiee in the Phyllk lune MacDdee Garden

A landscaped garden area, located between River Road and the parking lot in the
memory of Warren's wife and Don's mother, Phyllis June MacDuffee. The garden

was paid lor by dorntions given to the Memorial Fund in memory of June. She had
long been a devoted member of the parish and an active gandener.

A Lenten study was conducted on the relationship between faith and our health.
Healing service was added to the evening midweek service and elicited a very
enthusiastic response.

St. Mark's published a list of Vestry qualifications and responsibilities.

Dick Halstrom made a new large CHOW collection box. Some people said, "Gosh

it's great, but it's so big. It was nice to fill the old one." But soon the new box was
Iilled to overflowing.
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1988 Continued

Arna O'Neill, Mary Taylot lina Whettell, Kim Whers€ll in Scenes frcn tne Pasion

The Sunday schoolpresented a play entilled "Scenes from the Passion" on the

Evening of Good Fridag.

A Long Range Planning Corrunittee on congregational needs was lormed The

Vestry signed a statement that they were either tithing or working towards tithing'

Several Cub Scouts, under the direction of Father Je{f and Priscilla Kellogg, worked

{or and completed the God and Country Award. Patrick Gaynor and Ben Kellogg

were two of these Scouts.

A ioint Thanksgiving service was held with the Nimmonsburg Methodis! Church'
St. Christopher's Roman Catholic Church and the Chenango Bridge Methodist

Church.

News lrom DownUnder was a column added to the Lion's Roar by the Sunday

school classes.
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A St- Mark's love story:
(Libbv Gruver Ingrahom)
Brenton and I met at St. Mork's, when we were kids, bqck in the 1950's. Our
porents, Jessie and Clyde Gruuer and Elsie ond Orrin lngrahom helped to

found St. Mork's. Brenton ond I went together oll through high school. But
aJter high school, u)e went our separate ways. We met qgoin ot my Mom ond
Dod's SCh annioersary pott9. We were married at St. Mork's on July 8,1988.

1989

Some of the E ly Membss of 5r. M ks: Iohn and Della Pepemik, K€n and Olive W€ath€rbv , Les and Ruth Wilmanh,

fr€d and P€g Sisson, H.nryand Myh Enslish, Peg Prcnti.€, Nan.y Bolend€r, Mary Tavlor, tth€lLviadv, Ralphlnd

loan Moore, Elsie Ingraham, Clyd€ Gruver. ,n tronl Ruth Pierce, Ruth Zanke., lesie Gruv€r

A history project was started and was called "This Is Your Life. St. Mark's". To
commemorate the contribution of all the original members, Ruth Pierce, made a

'ti

1988 Continued
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1989 Continued

banner, which displayed sheep, one for each ol the members who were present at
the time of Rev. George Detor. Trirn Cooney cross stitched little sheep lor each ol
the original members.

St. Mark's congregation was using nametags, so we could get to know each other
better. Father Jeff had always encouraged the members to greet new peopie' The
parishioners would also call on newcomers for a friendly visit at home,

Rides to church were otfered to those who needed them

Father Jeff Meadowcroft answered a call from Christ Church in Pittsford, New
York. He wanted to go to a iarger city where his wi{e could be an assistant in an
urban ministry.

A grateful memory

(Judi ond Eric Loine)
The person we uont to tell qbout wos Ruth Pierce. We olwoys used to sit in
the bock, becouse we hod 3 kids snd might hobe to slip out with them. Ruth
would sometimes toke them out lor us to count cdrs outside or tell stories to
them or whoteuer. It gaue us o little space to worship together ond it meont so
much to us.
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