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The 1950s

The Lord of Hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Psalm 46:7
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1960 Bursting at the seams

With a Church butlding of less than 5 years old, St. Mark's was already bursting at

the seams. We were in the midst of the baby boom with a Sunday school

enrollment of 189 pupils, taught by 17 teachers. To ease the congestion, St.

Mark's rented the house thal is the current Parish House- By using the house for
the church school and 10, social activities, the congregation hoped to lessen the

conhrsion in the undercroft.

As a result of becoming linancially independent from the diocese, St. Mark's was

eligible to become incorporated by the State oJ New York. By December 1960,

St. Mark's changed from being a mission to a {ull-fledged church. fu a result, the

church replaced the execlrtive committee, which had served the mission, wth a

vestry ol 6 vestrymen and 2 tuardens. The church lost Dot Johnson from the

executive board as a potenlrdl vestry member, ttecause women could not vote or
hold office in the church Thc first vestry members were l-.eiper Reed, Henry
Engiish. Barrie Sweet. I-,,r, r GLrr,. Wanen MacDuffee and William Boehmke. The

firsi senior warden was Cl'.'d, Gruver Sr.. and the first Jtmior Warden was Charles

Goss.
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1950 We sponsor a refugee couple.

Cerda and Harry Richt€r (centerl are w€l.omed by Falher sp€€r and Lo0is€ Boehmke

h January o{ 1960, Gerda and Harry Richter, a refugee couple from East
Germany who came to this country under the sponsorship of St. Mark's.

(Fathet Spee\ quoted lrom o letter)
The wife ol Bishop Peobody tried to interest the Women of St. Mark's and me
in sponsoring a reJugee Jamily. I think it Jrightened us to think of the
rcsponsibilitg this aould meon. Mrs. Peobody hod with her tuo dossiers ol
families and u)ith all the chorm she possessed osked me to look them ouer. I
kept the one concerninq Horr\t ond Gerda Richter becouse they haoe no
children ond becouse Harrg was on electricion. We haue on oportment lot
them, which hos been redecoroted by fhe Krouses. The Women oJ St. Mark's
held a porty ot which theg collected kitchen utensils. A lot of Jutniture hos
been promised.

ffi
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(Nonca Bolender)
M9 seruices os Church Secretory uere strictly ooluntory. I did the bulletin, the
newsletters and Pete's correspondence. In response to oll other demonds, I'd
say, "I'm just a oolunteer."

(Noncq Bolender, confessions of o Volunteer Church Secretary)

One time I printed the bulletin on the wrong pages, so the seruice U0os on the
wrong wge. It wos one of those times when the Bishop u,os uisiting ond I
thought Pete would die.

Pete and I would occasionollg pick up litter on the rioerbank. Kids used to go
there to drink, Once in s while we'd find a lull unopened beer con. When we

t'ound one of those, we'd put in the church's reJrigerotor. Some people
objected to thot, but Pete and I decided ow motto wos "Woste not, wont not".

(Jean Speer)
Pete wqs olso the Priest lor St. Luke's in Horpursuille. We hod serDice ot St
Mork's qt 9 qm ond then he traoeled to Harpursuille to hold an 71 o'clock
seroice for them.

1951

Women are allowed to serve on Vest4/.

In the Veshv meetinq of January 13, 1961, Loren Guy made the motion and the
resolution was passed to change the quali{ication for voters, wardensrand vestry
people to permit:
A. Women having like qualilication as men to vote at the annual election and

meetings.
B. Women having like quaiilication as men to be eligible for election as

churchwardens and vestry.

A list of workers was posted. assigning men of the congregation to various
handyman task. Some of the list included,

Charles Goss Maintain Organ
Clyde Gruver Heating and Plumbing
Orrin lngraham landscaping and Painting
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1951 fContinued]

Henry English General
Warren MacDu{fee General
Don Johnson Carpentry and Electric
Barrie Sweet General
Brentonlngraham Grounds

(Note: Women managed to stay o{f this list.)

Fellowship and outreach in the 1960's:

The Men of St. Mark's was organized {or "light talk or serious discussion." (No one
will tell us what they talked about!)

The Adult Fellowship committee sponsored a Hawaiian Luau party and an Annual
Yuletide Dance.

The Adult Fellowship Group sponsored square dances, with square dance lessons

taught by Vivian Orr, who was also the gyrn teacher at Chenango Valley.

(Marion Shoop)
There were lots ol t'ellowship octiuities. Harry and I had attended o donce held
at the church. We were inoited by the Bolenders.

The current l-adies Guild was started as a group that sewed cancer dressings, using
old bed sheets as material. According to Ruth "Stretch" Pierce, they called
themselves the Hookers, since they also hooked rugs.

The Senior High Youth Group collected and repaired toys to give away at
Christmas. They also helped the Women oI St. Mark's with activities at the
Broome County lnlirmary by nrnning a Bingo game lor the residents.

(Marion Shoop on work ot the Broome Countg Infirmary)
The building wos on Front Street near the jail. It's been tom down. There
were big wards with lots of people in them, no priuate rooms. The lunction oJ
the lnfirmary wos token ouer by Willou Point Nursing Home, uhich is o big
improuement. At Chfistmas we trimmed trees for them. One yeor, I plaged
So,ifo Clous. We took the young people with us to uisit, becnuse they looed to
see kids. About once s month we ran Bingo games ond goue prizes.

The Women o{ St. Mark s gathered, cleaned and mended clothes lor the camp of
migrant workers located near Norwich. They also purchased 20 lolding chairs Ior
the church. because there was no money for them in the budget.
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1951 [Continued)

Note:
By helping with the migrant worker's camp and the Broome County Infirmary, the
Women of St. Mark's and the Youth Group had identilied two very pressing social
needs, The conditions in migrant camps were depiorable. The Broome Coulty
Infirmary was colloquially called the "Poor House".

1952

(Loren Guy)
In Augusi 7962, St. Marks purchased the rncant land on the east side oJ the
church to proaide odrlitionol parking Jor the cost ol 52,700. This debt uas
paid off by 1967.

1953

The Thomfield Conlerence Center was buiit and was made available lor use by
everyone in the diocese and everyone was asked to pledge towards its support.

The rectory at 5 Lolita Street was purchased {or $24,000 with a loan from the
Foundation of the Diocese ol Southem New York.

Because the combined mortgages for church and for the rectory came to $38,000,
the congregation {ound itsel{ in a financial cmnch. The solulion was to hire a
prolessional canvasser, whose goal was to raise pledges from the congregation.
Fund raising for 1963 was called the Every Member Canvass.

(Horry Shoop)
We only hired a proJessionol conuosser once. Once was enough! Alter that ue
decided thot we could do it bettet.

79

Memories o{ the Every Member Canvass,

(Ruth Pierce)
We were orgonized os couples. I remember thqt Bill qnd I went out together.
The oblect wos to try to get others to roise their pledge.



The Young Episcopal Churchmen put on a play entitled "The Boy Next Door" for
the congregation. ihe proceeds {rom the tickets sold were used to send the young

people to a summer youlh conference.

Men and boys ol the Congregation held a "painting party" to spruce up the

church, with the Women o{ St- Mark's providing hmch.

Walter Rose provided the lill and grading for the new part ol ihe parking lot; he

also paved the sidewalks.

The congregation with the Young Churchmen "adopted" a {amily with 6-children

{or Chris'imis. The Young Churchmen provided the toys, the Women of St'

Mark's provided the meat lor their dinner, and the congregation was asked to

supply canned goods.

(Ruth I'ierce)'My 
son Scott Pierce u,as one ot' those who delittered the tots ond dinner to this

Toiilg. He ,o e away shocked thot he could see theit lights through the uocks

in the siding.

t0
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Confimation Cla$ of I 954
flEt Row: Mark Ros€ntnal, Robet Speer, Peter Bolender, Ilary John$n, Prtty Soivnet Karen Kelly

S€cond Row: Fath€r Spe€r, David Thayer, Eill Moore, Mik€ MyeF, Llnda Mott, Fahh Prentice, Klistin B€rrman, Dorcthv

Vail, and Bishop Higley
Third row: leff Mangan, David Horvath, Webb Sis$n, Viliene Goman, Roxanne Ke$l€t loann€ Cuy, Arthur Cofiun
Foffih Row: William Taylor, Cilvin Thayer Mary tay€r, Carol Tnayet Nancy tocardi Pad rocardi

In terms o{ qro\&th the church was probably near or at its peak, as evidenced by
this conlirmation class o{ 26. Several proud parents offered pictures of this class

with all the participants conectly identified- When the historian asked why this
class was so well documented, the repiy came back, "Maybe, because somebody
was there with a camera." The Sunday school had a registration ol 187 pupils;
there were 299 communicants. Every repoft of the vestry included complaints
about lack of space and pleas Ior a solution- As a result, the Veshy hired James
Mowry, an architect, to design an addition to the building.

Boy Scout Troop 155 was started at St. Mark's. Bob Smith was the Troop Leader

li

1954 Saint Mark's Largest Confirmation Class
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19 64 Fall Festival

Fall Festivals were combined {ellowship and Iundraising activities that were held in
the mid 1960's. In October 1964,the Women of St. Mark's sponsored the entire
event which included a country store with booths {or flowers, baked goods,
gourmet Iood, crafts, and toys. Entertainment for the {estival ieatured a puppet
show, a movie and games {or the children.

Another Fellowship activity that is very Iondly remembered was the series of
Progressive Dinners, which were sponsored by the Adult Fellowship Committee
These dinners started with soup at one person's house, followed by salad at a
second house and progressed to a third home {or the entr6e. Afterwards the
group having dinna would come to the church for dessert and fellowship.

The Cancer Dressing Group Ohe l-adies Guild) produced 70 dozen cancer
dressings!

Fall Festival Counlry Store with clerks Mary Thay€r and Manon Shoop



In June 1965, Sl. Mark's was approved {or a loan ol $10,000 from the Diocesan
Foundation. The loan enabled us to purclnse the house we had been renting {or
use as a churcl-r school.

(An afticle from the church newsletter lot September, 1965)
The Episcopal Young Churchmen are cleoning ond pointing the bosement for
their future use as o den snd schoolroom. Our thanks to Hany and Euelyn
Smith for the space heater, to Don Johnson for the corpentry work and for
instolling the heater, qnd to Morion Shoop lor pointing and decoroting the
upsrqirs.

Bishop Peabody dedicated the house for use as a church school

l:-:
l
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1955 Purchase of Parish House

(Quote lrom the dedication service)
With gratitude for the building of the Parish House o{ St. Mark's Church, we are
now gathered to dedicate it in God's Name.
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1966

Child.ent choir D€cemb€r !956, photograpi,n Binghamton Pre$
rront row: Charles Hur.hinson and M.nin 6ry
Back row: Eliabeth Sp€$, Iames 5mi6, tlslie Youn& Lynne Howberg€r and Kathi Eld.€dge

Exchange of "The Peace" was evidently a new part of the service this year. Many
church bulletins contained the following instructions:
"During the Peace this moming, a handshake and any phrase such as 'Peace be
with you' may be used. It is especially appropdate to use the Christian name of
the person...lf you don't know your neighbor's name, simply ask."

In the spirit o{ the Ecumenical movement ol the 1960s t}Ie Rev. Samuel Litde,
Pastor of the Chenango Street Methodist Church was invited to deliver the sermon
oo Apri 24,7966.

The Young Episcopal Churchmen throughout the 1960s marked Epiphany, the
manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles, with a Feast of Lights.

Episcopal and Methodist Churches are vandalized

Both St. Mark s and the Chenango Bridge Methodist Church were vandalized.
The vandals tried to burn the altar cloth, the hymnbooks and some papers. They
broke into Father Speer's office. The candlesticks from the altar were also stoien,
and were later found in the river.
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1957

St. Mart's M€n's Bowling Team

Ken Powell, Louis Ough, Bob Thompsn, Han, Eld.edse, lohn Pepemik

St. Markt Women's Eowllng Tean
Della P€pemik, Maxin€ 8rcnson, [velyr Smith, ]une M.cDutre€, vrya English

Church Bowling teams were prevalent in the 1960's. St. Mark's had teams for
both men and women.

The Women of St. Mark's made bibs lor the bed-ridden patients o{ the Broome
County Infirmary.
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1967[ContinuedJ

The church was saddened by the deaths of Charlie Goss (age 67) who had been
the church's first organist and director of the adult choir and of Dolly Murray who
had designed the covers for many church bulletins and had created stationery
{eaturing a pichrre of St. Mark s.

New pews were purchased and installed in August 1967. They were paid for from
the Memorial Fund.

A {our part series of sex education classes called "Fit to be Tied" was aimed at
answering teenager's questions "conceming the physical, psychological, ethical and
moral aspects of sex."
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1958 Consecration of the Church

Church Bull€tin ior the Conse.ntion ofthe Chur.h

In September, the Church building was free of debt and the mortgage was burned
At this time, this was a necessary precurcor {or church consecration.

(A quote from poper titled "Consecration of St. Mork's Church)
Bg Conon Law no church can be consecroted until it is unmortgaged ond
otherwise unencumbered and thus secure from the possibility of olienotion to
secular use.

The consechtion service was performed by Bishop Walter Higley, assisted by
Bishop Coadjutor Ned Cole and by the Rev. Charles Speer.
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