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Dedication

We dedicate this booklet to those who were,
to those who are,

and to those who are yet to come to St. Mark's.

To those who were:
For sharing their time, talent and treasure to make St. Mark's

dream come true.

To those who are yet to come:
May they find God alive and well and happy in this place.

And may the ripple of His Gift reach to infinity.
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To those who are:
For the joy of sharing a holy meal together; for study, work

and play in a caring atmosphere.
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NOTE FROM EDITOR

This has been a two year group effort of research, meetings, editing and

proofreading. The loving cooperation of all who gave their time and enthusiastic

suppon have made this Possible.

The Vestry and Wardens are the mainstay of every church. We fo[nd that we

could not make a complete list of every Vestry member and Warden, since records

were not kept for everyyear. An incomplete list of Vestry members and Wardens

will be part of an update, next year. We also hope to add a page for each new

year to continue the CELEBRATION OF ST. MARKS

Ma, 2001
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St. Mark's Episcopal Church

Chenango Bridge, New York

Lord, you have been our reftrge

from one generation to another.

Psalm 90: I

l

St. Mark's History



The 1950s

Do not fear for I have redeemed you - I have called you by name; you are mine.

lsaiah 43: I
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t 951 St. Mark's Beginnings
9rOO - MOBNING PRAYER AND SERMON
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OUR FIRST BULLETIN

St. Mark's began as a mission church ol All Saints Episcopal Church of Johrson City
The initiative to start the mission was taken after a survey of local Episcopalians was

taken and after Mr. and Mrs- Walter Rose offered their home as the site lor services.

The first service of St. Mark's was held on May 27 ,1951at the home ol Walter and
Betty Rose at 509 River Road. The Rev. Clayton Melling of All Saints Episcopal
Church in Johnson City conducted the service. The congregation consisted of 9
adults and 4 children. The service was held in the Rose family's game room. Mrs.
Roy Jones conducted the Sunday school in the family's kitchen. Henry English and
Peg Prentice are the remaining memberc of our congregation who attended these
first services.

The inscription on the seFrice bulietin reads, "God Builds no Churches; By His Plan
tlnt labor has been le{t to man- The humblest Church demands this price oi prayer
and toil and sacrifice." As it tumed out, the Episcopalians o{ Chenango Bridge were
more thar,r willing to pay this pricel
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1951 The Community Center

Suday Sdoolforour Mission, held at the Comnunity Center

After 3 weeks the game room at the Roses' home was bursting at the seams and Mr. Roy
Jones, who became one ol the first lay readers, succeeded in acquiring the use of the
Civic Center for services. The first altar was constructed ol two donated card tables. The
women of the congregation made a covering for the tables that extended to the floor and
on all sides. A gilded wooden cross was salvaged {rom the sorter room at All Saints
Church in Johnson City. The remarkable part is that all this equipment, portable organ,
altar and coverings had to be dismantled after every prayer service, taken to someone's
home and brought back the next Stmday. Prayer books and collection plates were
brought by the lay readers {rom All Saints every Sunday. Mr. Blinn Spohn acted as lay
reader- Through the summer attendance averaged 15 adults. The Sunday school, {or 8 to
12 children, was often held outdoors. With winter coming, holding Sunday school
outdoorc was not possible and trying to heat the building on the weekend was expensive,
so using the Civic Center became impmctical. Don and Dot Johnson and Jane and
Barrie Sweet joined the congregation while services were being held at the Civic Center.

Prcblems uith getting storted:
(Letter t'rom Reu. Clagton Melling to Oliue Weotherby in 1976)
I olso remember how our t'irst et'lort to become o Dioces,Tn mission enueloped us

in disoster...We were totally unprepared t'or a Diocesan bureoucrocy thot hqd 11

committees lor stopping o mission ond no committee for stqrting one.
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1951 Services at the Methodist Church

Cpis.op.lirns V;o.shill iI tire C-mmu.it! CLEch

In September o{ 1951, The Rev. Melling and Blinn Spohn contacted The Rev. Reeves

Havens of the Chenango Bridge Methodist Church to see if St. Mark's could use their
church for an hour each Sunday lrom 9 to 10 AM. The congregation of the Methodist
Church agreed to let us use their church lor $5.00 a Sunday. In its Iirst eight montfu, St.
Mark's Mission had an attendance of 20 adults and 59 children. Blinn Spohn was named
the Director o{ Mission. St. Mark's Mission held its lilst church dinner and charged $.25
{or each meal!

Services continued to be held here until our own church building was completed in 1955.
The family of Orrin and Elsie ingraham, the family of Clyde and Jessie Gruver, the lamily
ol Bill and Ruth Pierce and the family o{ Les and Ruth Wilmarth all began attending St.

Mark's services while they were being held at the Methodist Church .



1952 We plan our own church.

Pi(t!re ofour va.ant lot taken lrom the sthoolvard acrc$ the road

In January 1952, a parish meeting was held and the mission members elecle-d an

".".rt*'".--itt",j 
and decided io call our mission,"st Mark's Episcopal Church" They

roLJ t" uppfv t"t .dmission into the Diocese ol Central New York as an organized

-L.L.-. 
-A'Ui,Ue.t .f $2,200 was planned with half this amount going towards a building

fund. St. Markt had a pledged membership of 25 families Gilts for the new mission

started to come in. The mission received a Communion Chalice and altar cloths Irom St'

John tire Eua"g"list Church ol Hingham. Mass r a large family Bible {rom Mrs Roy

i.""tt 
" 

*""a2" pr"yer stand from Robert Ecclestan and the promise of an old organ

fro- Gru"n Cnlr"h;f Whitney Point' The success o{ St Mark's was due to those people

*f,o .nt* t" gl"n their time, ialent and energy to spread Christ's.Kingdom- The rectorc

of tnn 
"t 

*.nn-t i" ginghamton and Johnson Cifu and the lay readers {rom All Saints

Ctruicn.o,'rt iUuted grlatly. However, the chie{ credit goes to the members o{ St- Mark's

tr,"**r'*, *r-r" ."."ted a church o{ t]reir own and were Willing to sacrifice and work to

that end.

In June ol 1952, St. Mark s purchased one acre ol land from the O'Neilsisters for

$3.500. The money was raised and an application {or a loan-irom the Diocese was

applied ior. In May of 1952. the Diocese admitted us as a fi. 1mission'
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I-aurence Doubleday donated his services as architect to draw up plans for the church and

to compiie the specilications.

@nn Doubledoy Dohonich)
My Dad, Lourence Doubleday, wosn't a member of St. Mork's, or ony other church,

for thot matter. A Jriend of the Jomi\g, Dorothy Romoge, talked him into doing the
work. I remember seeing the plans for the church on o drawing board, which was set

up next to the cool bin in the cellar, When Dod wos preporing to submit the plons to
Bishop Higley, Dorothy u)ent oDer them ond soid, "Lartg, you'ue misspelled altor os

otter!' I ihink he wos plonning to become o member, but he died before the
building was completed.

Bids on erecting the church building were received. The lowest bid was $78,000, which
was $33,000 more tllan the $45,000 loan from the Diocese. The contractor agreed to
erect the buiiding for the available money if we could {ulfill the sub-contract work. So the

parishioners themselves agreed to tse their talents and time to design and install the
plumbing, the heating, the wiring and to do the painting

A Women's Auxiliary was started on April 16,1952. This Auxiliary later became the

Episcopal Church Women (ECW),

The {irst baptism in St. Mark's Mission was for Virginia Carleton Harrison The Rev.

Clay,ton Melling baptized her at the Chenango Bridge Methodist Church on
July 31, 1952.

ll
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1953 Continued Growth

Our lunior Choir at the Methodist Church
Botrom Row: 'loy.€ lohnsn, Brenda tnsaham, Saltv Gnbow, Ubbv Gruver, Susm Weath€6v, Marvlo! Zenker

Top Rou: S!.dra Robens, Iudy Di(hNon, Pidard Cook, Phillp Rdk

in September, Jessie Gruver started a Senior Choir and a Junior Choir. Charles

Goss accompanied them.
Memories of Jessie Cruver and the Choir:
(Dot Johnson)
Our daughter, Joyce Johnson, wos oerg short. When the Juniot Choir stood

up to siig, someone soid, "Why doesn't thot girl stand up with the rest?"

Jessie Gruuer replied, "Whg, that's Joyce Johnson, she's stonding up os toll os

she cqn!"

(Elsie Ingrohsm)
When Jissie Gruuer directed the Angel Choir, I used to ploy piano lor them.
Jessie rros q uerg louing ond thoughtlul person ond olwogs brought treots Jor
the children. They really did a mognit'icent icb Jor her. I slso remember the
louelg teos she goue Jor the children's mothers. These were reolly beautiful
ond euergone seemed to enjoy them.

Some of our {irst Sunday school teachers were Hilda Rock, Lois Branrley, Janet

McChesny, Mrs. Ray Bramley and Mrs. Sidney Zanker.

The first Memorial Fund was staried when Roy Fox donated $600.00 in the

memory of his brother Eric.

A Fellowship Committee was {ormed; John Bensley was President-

l:



1953 [ContinuedJ

Our membership had grown to 44 {amiiies with 82 commuaicants and with more
tlnn 60 children.

The first confirrnation of St. Mark's Mission was held at Chenango Bridge
Methodist Church, officiated by Bishop Malcolm Peabody on April 26, 1953.
Those receiving conlirmation were Elizabeth Gruver, Susan Weatherby, Nancy
Harrison, Pahicia Mowry, Brenton Ingraham, Mrs. Margaret Humphrey, Sandm
Roberts, Mrs. Eva Roberts, Mrs. Blanche Mack and Mrs- Eva Cook.
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1954 Father George Detor, Our First Priest and

We Start Building Our Church

Ground Breaking Ceremony on August 14, 1954.
Ceorge Detor, Deacon in Chrr8e and Elinn Spohn, with m€mbers of tfie conexegation watching.

In July, 1954, George Detor was named Deacon in Charge of St. Mark's Mission.

Memories of Ceorge Detor,

(Orrin lngrohom)
I wos on the Executiue Committee thot hired George Detor and loter Pete
Speer.

(Brenton Ingrohom)
l ruos George l)eror's 1r'' .r ,, r ii, u lj/e u'e uere still at the Methodist Chutch
Clgde Gruuer Jr. r'os ir,. ' -': ,-'r;rtler.

(Eoelyn Sntith)
Gec;rge Det<tr boptizt) ,' i :,r( c'sons. ltiesley, Douid ond James Smit'h ot t'he

some time.
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1954 We build our churclr.

Men of St. Mark's at work on the Church
Sidney Z:nker, Dwight Denne, [ad Fox, Orin Ingriham

Memories of George Detor:

(Jane Sweet)
Though I wos ottending St. Mark's with m9 husbond, I hod been brought up o
Methodist. When Fother Detor goue communion, I receiued. The next
Monday morning, there wos o knock on the door, It wos Fathet Detor. He
exploined to me uerg seriouslg thot he had doubts obout seruing on
uncont'irmed odult who wos from another denomination. (See Note) The next
time communion wos serued I receiued communion. The next Mondoy
morning he came to the house again. This went on lor oahile. Finally one
Mondoy morning, he said thot he hod thought about this most oJ the night,
and thot Church Low stoted thqt o confirmed Episcopolion or one, who wos
intending to be cont'irmed, could receiue. Since he belieued that I uas
intending to be confirmed, he could continue seruing me communion.

Note:
In the 1950's the Episcopal Church welcomed only conlirmed Episcopalians to
receive commrmion. We now welcome all baptized people.
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1954 We build our church.

Very soon after the ground breaking ceremony was held on August 14,1954, the
parishioners oi St. Mark's got to work on their own church! Through a cold
winter, the men o{ the congregation came after a {u11 day's work and oiten stayed
until 11 PM or midnight- Their wives brought their dinnec to the construction site

Clyde Gruver put in the heating and the plumbing. Sidney Zanker built the altar
rail (which is still in use) and the original altar. Sidney Zanker also hand fashioned
the large cross over the altar and installed it- He suggested that the cross on the
outside of the mdn doors match the large interior cross. Other men who worked
on the church by giving their time and energy were Johr Bensley, Charles Coss,
Ken Powell, Walter Rose, William Harrison, Don Stanton, Ken Weaiherby and
Don Johnson.

(Don Johnson)
I helped to wire the undercroft, We worked on it at night. I wos a seruicemon

lor Seors and alter a dog's work I'd come to the church ond we'd work until 77
or 72 ot night. Ken Weotherby always loued to joke. Well, he wos on o lodder,
pulling and cutting wires qnd didn't know the electric current wqs still on. He
wos hollering. We thought he wos just kidding, so we didn't go to help him.
Fortunotely, he finolly got ot'f the ladder and broke the circuit!

( Libby Gruuer In gr oham )
M9 fother, Clyde Gruver, ond I scrubbed the aisle on our honds ond knees ofter
the grout dried between the stones-

(Gront Zonker)
The originol pews were donoted, ond eueryone came in ond worked sanding
them and uornishing them. (These ore not the current pews.) My dad, my wile
Addie ond I cleaned the church os uolunteers for o couple ol geors.

In May 1954, Blinn Spohn, Les and Ruth Wilmarth were the first representatives
to the Diocesan Convention

l6



I955 and 1956 Our New Church

lntenor \4ew ofNewly Conrplekd Church Ar l! Looked i. 1955

The cornerstone of the church was iaid by Bishop Higley on January 29,1955

On March 4,1955, the Church was Dedicated- Clyde Gruver Sr. had the honor of
opening the door ior Brshop Higley.

Father Detor held the lirst baptism in the newly completed church on April 9,
1955. Those baptized were Priscilla Ward, Jerrold Ward, Patience Ward, James
Ward. Margaret Vilecco. Mary Vilecco, Terrie Chamberlain, Thomas Chamberlain
and Darlene Thornton.

This was lollowed soon alter on April 17, 1955 by a conlirmation that was
officiated by Bishop Malcoln, Peabody and Father Detor. Those receiving
con{irmation were Judl Qurnrr. Janice Quinn, Cleo Smith, Robert Rose, Nancy
Pascucci, Clyde Gn-rver Jr [)irilhp Rocks. Priscilla Ward, James Ward, Jane Sweet,
Helene Peny. Walter P,,rr-. \'r,,la.lohnson, Donald Johnson, Stephen Jorres,
Clifford Gammons. Sally (ir,,i"rL,,. Della Pepernik and John Pepemik.
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1955 and 1955 Our New Church

On June 25, 1955, George Detor was ordained and became the first Pdest in
Charge o{ St. Mark's Mission.

Ruth Pierce wrote and directed our first Christmas Pageant, which was presented

in December of 1955.

The lirsl wedding at St. Mark's was that o{ James laurton, age 17 and Sandra

Richards, age 15. Father Detor married them on July 23, 1956.

In September, the Rev. George Detor accepted a call to New Paltz, New York, and

resigned as Priest in Charge- Blinn Spohn, the l-ay Reader from All Saints

Church, who had given so much ol his time and energy, continued to serve St-

Mark's until another priest could be iound.

I8
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fath€r Speer, hk wif€,lean and theh .hildren, lohn, Elh.beth and Rob€rt aE sr.et€d bv DotJohnton and P€gSreele.

On Apdl 27,1957 The Reverend Charles R. Speer was appointed as missioner at
St. Mark's. Father Speer stayed with us as our priest until his retirement in 1983.

(Letter from Bishop Peobody to the Rev. Speer.)

The members oJ the mission committee are intelligent, deuoted people ond the
congregotion is eoger to find o creotiue, imoginotiue Wstor.

Early Memories of Father Speer, who was often called Pete (a childhood
nickname):

(Orrin lngroham)
I uos on the Executi@ Committee thot interuiewed and hired
the Reo. Charles R. Speer.

1957 The Rev. Charles R. Speer becomes our Priest

l9



1957 The Rev. Charles R. Speer becomes our Priest.

(Doue Rosenthol)
I was helping m9 frtend Jock Collins clesn the church ond met Pete Speer.
Soon after, LDe storted going to church here. Pete osked me to be the first
head usher. Women didn't usher at that time ond it was uery hord to get the
men to uoluntee\ like pulling teeth. Petie Rqdicchi hss o greot ushering
system nou.

(Jane Sweet)
Note: Tlris uos the 795Os and women and girls all uore hats and gloues to
church.
The Altar Guild wore hots ond gloues to do oll the work on the oltor, ewn
uhen this work was dusting or running the rmcuum cleoner. One day a guild
member who had been assigned some oJ this cleaning, carme without her hat
on. Another member went to Fother Speer to complqin. He called the lodies
ol the Altor Guild together qnd said, "At one time Conon Lout stated thot onlg
uirgins could sen'e on the altor. Nou.,, lqdies, whot should we do obout that?"

(Esther Finn)
Arnold ond I ioined the church at this time. All our children, Mory, Noncy ond
Arnold Jr. were boptized b9 Fother Speer and all but Arnold were confirmed
herc too.

Early Memories oi keeping up the church

(Orrin lngroham)
Our porking lot uos just toll grass and when you shut the cor door. the gross
got sruck in the door. So, I 'uolunteered' my son Brenton to mow the psrking
lot eoery Soturdoy.

(Brenton Ingrohom)
I got to mou the gross and clean the church.

Father Speer was appointed as Priest in Charye by August

Olive Weatherby was the iirst Church Secretary.

The Women's Atxiliary held their first church bazaar. From the proceeds of
$325,76, they purchased kitchen utensiis, trays, stands, card tables, a phone for
the kitchen, brass coliection plates and drapes for the office. After all this there
was enough left over to give the Rev. Speer $100.00 for his discretionary firnd!

20

Initially there was no rectory; the Speer {amily lived temporarily in an apartment
that had been converted irom a chicken house on Patch Road.



Our rectory

(Loren Gug)
To prouide housing t'or the Speers, in August 7958, the Diocese srranged lor
Patrick J. McTigue, to purchose the propertg ot 5 Lolito Street fot 524,000.
The Diocese then leosed the property t'rom Mr. McTigue Jor the monthly rentol
of 5124.00 plus taxes and insurance. The Dioce$e uos obligated to buy the
property within the next fiue years. ln 7963 the Dioceson Foundotion,
opproued o loon of 524,000 to St. Mork's, by thdt time on incorporated
church, ond St. Mork's purchosed the residence-

John Greiger of Port Crane donated an unassembled electric pipe organ. Leiper
Reed, I-es Wilrnar*r and Don Johnson did the work of assembling the organ.

(Jeon Speer)
Bishop Peobody didn't want us to buy on otgon. So when the organ wos
ossembled, we were afraid the Bishop might say something.

(Les Wilmorth)
-fhe orgon wos completely torn down uhen it come. It had to be rebuilt from
the bottom up t0ith oll neu uiring. I worked for lBM, so soldering ond wiring
were natural jobs for me and I did most of the work ot home. Each key hod ot
Ieast tuo uires. Will Rhode gaoe me the wire for free; I still hsue some of it.

21

1958 A Rectory is leased and we rebuild an organ



1 959 Population Explosion

The FiEi Senior Hish School chs lor St. Mark's Smday $h@l
9 dlns. Jaie Wahes, t€2cher Frcnt row: Sl@ W€atherby, Eiirh Arsmbau, Marsaret Spok, Nacv Hari$n. PatBl

Ward. Pemy Wad. Back row: Rusty Sidton. ?, Clvd€ G]@r Jr.. Jm Wdd. ?

(Don Johnson)
When Mr. Speer come we put in the pipe organ. Leiper Reed hondled much of
the electronic uork. We built boxes to house the solenoids thqt opened the air
uolues. Chorlie Goss, the orgonisr, ond I kept the orgon in tune. Charlie would
play o note and then tell me which pipe ond box to odjust.

Jessie Walters, pictured above, was a much beloved member of the congregation
and the senior high school teacher for Sunday school. She was Jessie Gruver's
mother and the grandmother of Libby and Clyde Gruver Jr.
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1959 fcontinued]

Memories o{ Jessie Walters:

(Horry Shoop)
Jessie Walters was known as Grandmo Wolters to the whole congregotion. At
Christmas time it wos o tradition lor her to tell the Christmas story qccording
to Luke, she was o good storgteller and the children loued it.

By January o{ 1959, there were 112 Families. Enrollment in the Sunday schooi
for 1959 was 213 pupils who were taught b9 20 teachers. The baby boom had hit
Chenango Bridge, which was a growing suburban community.

Every free space in the church was used for Sunday School including the kitchen,
the boiler room, the nursery and the bride's room (where the {ront status are now).

(Ruth Pierce)
We hod a populotion explosion in the Sunday school uith kids coming out of
our eors. Sundog school uos held in the undercroft, with curtoins hung on
ouerheod clotheslines, to separate the clqssrooms. The noise leoel wos owJul.
Also it wos uerg eosg t'or one kid, os o pronk, to stick out his foot under the
curtain wrtition and to trip up another kid in the n t class.

By February of 1959, St. Mark's had become a sel{-supporting church.

St. Mark's tradition has it that Esther and Milt Sabolwere the first couple to be
married at St. Mark's. Actually when Father Speer married them on August
29,7959, fr,ey were the {ourth couple to be married. Their daughter laura
continued the family hadition and asked Father Speer, who had since retired, to
come back to St. Mark's to perform her marriage to Scott Spanfelner on
Seplember 22, 7990.

2l


