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May Warden’s Message

Age is but a number, but 75 years is a big one. St. Mark’s celebrates 75 years
as a congregation on May 17 th and we hope you can join us and Bishop DeDe
as we honor our past and look forward to our future!

We have had 75 years of praying together, spreading God’s love in the world
together, eating together, crying together, and most importantly, laughing
together!

There have been births and baptisms, deaths and funerals, weddings and
confirmations. Music has been sung and silent tears shed. But all of it, was
done together. As a family. Because that is what makes St. Mark’s so special.
These people and the community we have formed over 75 years has changed
and evolved, but always at its core, it has been a spiritual family that loves one
another and spreads God’s good news in the world. In the 41 years I have been
a part of this church family, I have felt embraced by those who came before me.
Who passed on the strength of their faith to me through



their steadfastness and calm presence every Sunday. While we have lost many
of our founding members in recent years, we still feel their presence among us
in the values we hold dear and in the strength of their example.

Like any family, St. Mark’s has been through good times and bad. We have
grown and shrunk and grown again. Every time someone new is added to our
fold, we feel honored to welcome them in the way others welcomed us. So,
while we may look different than we did 75 years ago, we are still staying true
to our roots.

We have built a habitat house and wheelchair ramps for members of our

community using our own labor and money. We have fed countless people
through our CHOW Pantry and by working the Trinity Feeding Canteen. We
have fed our souls through spiritual retreats and missions. Multiple people
have grown up in St. Mark’s and left to become clergy and deacons.

This church is more than a building. It’s a community. A family made up of
people who have made the conscious decision that we are better when we are
together. That we are filled with love, joy, and hope when we gather to worship
on Sunday and then go forth into the world to spread God’s love.

Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t
see the whole staircase.”

75 years ago, the people of St. Mark’s met for the first time in a family’s
recreation room. They had no idea what they were building or could possibly
imagine how wonderful the story would become. It is our mission now to
ensure that we keep building that staircase, even though just like them, we
may not be able to see the whole thing completed, we are building for
something better. A future that is bright for this church family in little old
Chenango Bridge. | am confident that in another 75 years the people of this
congregation will look back at this time with gratitude for the sacrifices made
by the people of St. Mark’s, and our hope and vision for what this church
family can do for the world. Here is to the next 75 years!

See you Sunday,
+Eric II (the young-ish?)
(607) 427-6063

Kayaker213@yahoo.com



Here are a few Reminders:
1. We will still have a full Eucharist, communion and Organ music with our

supply priest, Father Jim Jones every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. On
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, we will have morning prayer led by a
Lay Worship Leader)

2. I will be at church every Wednesday from 6:30pm-7:30pm for “Wednesdays
with the Warden” to be available to listen or talk with anyone who would like to
stop by. Have questions or concerns? Ideas for how to improve our church
community? Or just want to have a friendly ear to listen? Please stop in and
see me. I look forward to all your wonderful company.

3. The Sanctuary Doors are now open, 24 /7. This is a practice from our past
that went away during COVID, and we are now bringing it back. Please use the

sanctuary to pray and for quiet reflection whenever the spirit calls you. I would
ask members of the congregation to pray for our church community every
week if you are able. Prayer is powerful and your words give us all strength.
When you enter and leave, please use the door on the right-hand side as you
enter the building and make sure to close it tight upon entering and leaving.
St. Mark’s is your spiritual home. Please use it and find peace whenever you

need.
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Fellowship:



Every Wednesday, at 7am, at the Red Oak, Men’s Breakfast.

May 17th, St. Mark’s 75th Anniversary Celebration! Invites have gone out.
Please RSVP and join us for a celebration service led by Bishop DeDe at 9am
and a party to follow the service! We look forward to seeing you there!

If anyone is in need of transportation to the Anniversary Party, please let the
office know so we can arrange transport.

May 19th, at Spm at Michelangelo’s Dinner Group. RSVP to Edgar Osoris

May 31st St. Mark’s Fellowship breakfast following the 9am service. Come join
us for food, conversation, and fellowship! We would love to see you there!

Book club meets on the 1st Monday of the month at noon at Cup o Joes. June
book is The Correspondent by Virginia Evans.

New Things:

St. Pauly Textile Cothing Shed: Our new Clothing Shed has arrived! The
clothing that is donated is sold at a low cost to aid organizations and
governments to distribute around the world to people in need. The money
raised from this shed, will be directly used to support St. Mark’s Missions. So
bring in some old clothes and encourage your family, friends, and total
strangers at the grocery store to do the same! The more donations we receive,
the more funds we raise to support missions in our community, and the less
old clothing ends up in the landfill! It’s a great thing all around. Thanks to
Edgar Osoris for researching and setting up this new mission stream!

Here is information from St. Pauly’s Textiles:

“Cleaning out your closets? You can now bring used clothing donations to 728
River Rd where St. Mark’s Episcopal Church has partnered with

St. Pauly Textile Inc. to provide a wood-frame clothing drop-off shed for
community use.



This shed is designed to give community members a uniquely clean, convenient,
and well-cared-for option to donate their used clothing to. St. Pauly Textile Inc.
partners with businesses and various organizations to distribute donated items
both here in the U.S. and worldwide, where they’re ultimately re-worn by people
who need them. St. Mark’s receives funding for donated clothing, and
additionally has the option to use donations to serve community needs.

With over 1,700 clothing drop-off sheds in place, St. Pauly Textile Inc. collects
over 175,000

pounds of clothing a day and estimates that this clothing ends up in 44 different
countries (including the U.S.) yearly. In 2025, the company was able to help keep
over 78 million articles of clothing out of landfills, which clothed an estimated 10
million people worldwide. The company was founded in 1996 and is an A+ rated
member of the Better Business Bureau.

Accepted items: clothing, shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, curtains,
pillowcases, and stuffed animals.”

Missions: Our St. Mark’s church family loves to give money to missions and
important charitable work within our community. Every month we aim to use
some of our mission

budget to donate to a local organization in need. Do you have an idea for a
mission that we should support, either financially or with volunteers? Speak
with Eric Laine II, Carl Wright, or one of our Vestry Members so we can discuss
it at our next meeting. Let’s spread St. Mark’s gifts throughout our community.

A New Face in St. Mark’s Office: We would like to welcome Kathy Gitto to the
St. Mark’s family. Kathy will assist Shamane in the office with computer and
clerical work as well as a couple extra days of coverage during the week.

Welcome Kathy!

Send a Card: We at St. Mark’s are starting a Send a Card ministry for those in

our church family that may be homebound or not able to get to church as
often. We want to let them know they are loved and thought of by their church
community. Cards will be available at the side table in the main foyer near the
elevator. You will find note cards, envelopes, address labels, pens, and a list of
those who might appreciate a card.



Once you have completed your note, place it in an envelope and affix an
address label and leave it in the basket. We will put postage on it and send it
out! Warm wishes, messages of peace and healing, children’s doodles, and kind
words would all be appreciated.

If you know of someone who should be added to the list, please email Eric
Laine (the young-ish) at Kayaker213@yahoo.com

Coffee Hour: There is a new Coffee Hour Sign-up sheet in the undercroft. If
you can host coffee hour, please sign up. Even if you cannot host, please come
to coffee hour after church. It is a great time for fellowship and has been
growing larger with each passing week. Come and share the fun!



